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_ KRISTAPS PORZINGIS. 
Is leading anew 
generation of NBA 
stars from all over 
the world. 


LINEUP 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Catch up with the fast-paced UCLA Bruins, meet 
three women's teams who could conquer UConn, and 
prepare for March Madness with our helpful bracket. 


PRIME TIME 

Clemson defensive 
tackle Dexter Lawrence 
dominated as a freshman. 
Next up? Defending 
the Tigers' title and 
establishing himself as a 
top prospect. 


Freeze Frame 
Sports Cards 
March Birthdays 
Future Stars 
LOL 

Posters 

What's the Call? 


SILLY SUITS Games 

People sue each Art Gallery 
other for the oddest Comic Cards 
reasons, even in sports. Buzz Beamer 


IT ISA SMALL WORLD : 
: سم‎ Michael J. Le Brecht II 
Kristaps Porzingis YURI ARCURS/GETTY IMAGES 
is leading a revolution in 
the NBA, which is being 
dominated by players from 
every corner of the globe. 


MICHAEL FULMER 
The Detroit Tigers' 
pitcher and AL Rookie of 
the Year has many skills: 
He can throw a.sinker-and 
fix a sink. 
FROM THE PAGES OF 
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 
KEENESANITY 
Fearless, 5'9" 
Marcus Keene of Central 
Michigan is driven to 
become the first Division I 
player in two decades to 
score 30 points a game. 


MARCH 
2017 


VOLUME 9 
NUMBER 2 


Photograph by 
JOHN W. MCDONOUGH 


PURE MADNESS 
Villanova's Kris 
Jenkins sealed 
his team's NCAA 
title last season 
with this last- 
second shot 

to beat North 
Carolina 77-74; 
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clock gave the Clemson 
1981.Renfrow's grab capped a furious con 


overcome a 14-point deficit against top-ranked Alabama tov 


Photograph by 
SIMON BRUTY 
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REEZE FRAME 
DOWN AND OUTDOORS 


St. Louis Blues right wing Scottie Upshall found himself suddenly flying 
through the air while driving to the Chicago Blackhawks’ net during the 
2017 Winter Classic at Busch Stadium. Upshall did not score a goal for his 
effort. His team, however, won the annual outdoor game anyway, 4-1. 


uu ins 


Photograph by 
PATRICK MCDERMOTT/NHLI/GETTY IMAGES 


د“ 
"CA suns om pi‏ 


pot 
iiu d 


P 
m 


Lor tasa 0 کے‎ + 


p> a‏ کے 


I 3 
D یتم‎ 
Daft 


so 


DOE 


SPORTSKID OF THE YEAR 
2016 AWARD CELEBRATION 


On December 12, in its 10th year of 

honoring young athletes, Sports Illustrated Kids 
celebrated the 2016 SportsKid of the Year 
Award in the Brooklyn Nets' practice facility 
at the Barclays Center. The event kicked off 
with SI Kids Managing Editor Mark Bechtel 
presenting rising track stars Tai, Rainn and 
Brooke Sheppard, ages 11, 10, and 9, who 
each qualified and won medals in the 2016 
AAU Junior Olympic Games, with the signature 
SKOTY jacket before classmates, track 
teammates, coaches and family. Guests were 
then surprised by a visit from six-time track and 
field Olympic medalist Jackie Joyner-Kersee, 
who led kids in a calisthenics warmup and 
encouraged all in attendance to chase after their 
dreams, no matter what obstacles life throws at 
them. Kids were then divided into three teams 
and competed in a number of exciting athletic 
challenges for prizes. 


SI Kios SportsKid of the Year presenting 
sponsor Goldfish continued its support of youth 
sports excellence and this annual SI Kids honor 
and special event. Throughout the games guests 
snacked on a variety of Goldfish flavors at the 
Goldfish Snack Bar and took pictures against an 
SI Kids magazine backdrop. 


TAI, RAINN AND BROOKE SHEPPARD ARE AWARDED THE 
OFFICIAL SPORTSKID JACKET 

SIX-TIME OLYMPIC MEDALIST JACKIE JOYNER-KERSEE POSES 
WITH SI KIDS MANAGING EDITOR MARK BECHTEL, AND 
SPORTSKIDS OF THE YEAR TAI, RAINN AND BROOKE SHEPPARD 
AN ATTENDEE PLAYS GILBERT'S HAMSTER DREAM GAME ON 
GOLDFISHFUN.COM 

A VARIETY OF GOLDFISH FLAVORS AT THE GOLDFISH SNACK BAR 
A MEMBER OF THE JEUNESS TRACK CLUB CHEERS ON HER 
RELAY TEAM 

SPORTSKID WINNERS, TAI RAINN AND BROOKE SHEPPARD 
COMPETE IN RELAY RACE IN FRONT OF CLASSMATES AND 
TEAMMATES 

AN ATTENDEE RUNS A VICTORY LAP AFTER HITTING A BULL'S EYE IN 
A BEANBAG TOSS 

A MEMBER OF THE JENUESS TRACK CLUB RACES DOWN THE 
COURT IN A TEAM RELAY 


KEVIN TERRELL/AP 


BURNING QUESTION ) 


BY SAM PAGE 


ON JANUARY 12, the San Diego 
Chargers announced that they were 
relocating to Los Angeles. San Diego fans 


| were predictably unhappy with owner 


Dean Spanos. The NFL reportedly also 
hated the move, wanting to keep a 


' foothold in the San Diego market, with 


some owners even hoping the Chargers 


s will move back. 


So why did Spanos do it? 

The team had been trying to get a 
new stadium approved in San Diego for 
the past 15 years. Modern NFL stadiums 
cost over a billion dollars, and NFL 
owners—rightly or wrongly—expect 
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WARMUP 


taxpayers to foot some of the bill. 
Spanos had used the threat of moving 
the Chargers back to L.A. (where they 
had played one season, in 1960) in an 
attempt to secure funding. In 
November, however, San Diegans voted 
57% against using $1.8 billion of 
taxpayer money to build a new stadium 
and convention center. Spanos followed 
through on his relocation threat, 
despite a lack of enthusiasm in L.A. 

Relocation is painful. And these 
days, the reasons for moving are often 
similar to why the Chargers did it. 
Owners essentially tell fans: “Pay for 
my new stadium, or 1آ‎ take your 
favorite team away.” 

Much of the time, owners get away 
with it. The Vikings used the threat of 
moving to L.A. to get nearly 
$500 million for U.S. Bank Stadium. 
In fact, before the Rams and Chargers 
announced their moves, the Bills, 
Falcons, Dolphins, Panthers, Colts, 
Saints, Cardinals, 49ers, Buccaneers, 
Bengals, and Raiders were all linked 
to the City of Angels at some point. 

So is moving a sports team just a 
racket to get money at the fan's 
expense? Does it ever make sense? 

In the NFL, a hugely popular and 
profitable league, relocation is 
practically never necessary. But in 
other sports, the issue is murkier. 

The NHL moved into many 


i 


nontraditional hockey 
markets during the 1990s 
to try to grow the game's 
popularity in the U.S. If it 
succeeded, the Sun Belt 
franchises would give the 
league broader appeal. 
But if no one came to the 
games, the owners could 
not be expected to suffer 
serious losses. 

Of those teams, a few 
became model franchises 
(such as the San Jose 
Sharks and Anaheim 
Ducks), but most 
endured or continue to 
endure relocation 
rumors. The Nashville 
Predators nearly moved 
to Hamilton, Ontario, in 
2007. The Arizona 
Coyotes seem destined to move sooner 
than later. And the Atlanta Thrashers 
are now the Winnipeg Jets. 

In fact, Atlanta has lost two hockey 
franchises, both to Canada. Before they 
played in Calgary, the Flames spent 
eight seasons in the Peach State. The 
common denominator between the 
Flames’ and Thrashers’ failures? There 
aren't enough hockey fans in Atlanta. 
And the teams' lack of success failed to 
create new ones. 

Is it cruel that the NHL works so 


FLAMING DUT 


hard to create fanbases that 

might eventually lose their 

teams, when it could just stick 

a second team in Montreal or 

Toronto, hockey hotbeds 

where the league would be 
guaranteed to rake in money? 
Maybe—but that's a separate debate. 

It's O.K. to feel bad for fans who lose 

their favorite team. But it's important to 
remember why the move is happening. 
The Raiders, a profitable team, will 
likely arrive in Las Vegas soon, leaving 
behind one of the NFL’s most rabid 
fanbases in Oakland for the prospect of 
even more money. But if the Arizona 
Coyotes move to Quebec City, they'll be 
relocating to a city half as big because 
they have no other choice. 
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THIS MONTH Å 


The NFL combine finishes up 
the first week of March. 

SI KIDS is hoping to steal 
some talented prospects for 
our own flag football team, so 
we interviewed a 
few on some very 
important topics. 


WHAT i D'Onta i Carlos : Montravius 


WE : Foreman : Henderson : Adams 


ASKED f Texas, RB i Louisiana Tech, WR : Auburn, NT 


Chocolate. It's one 


If you were a Chocolate, : of the most popular : 


Butter pecan. 


flavor of ice because : flavors, and there are : That's m 
cream, what I'm plain. : alot of variations. sf m 
would you be? Just normal. : Notwo are exactly manne Iavare; 

the same. 
Which : 
superhero is ; Superman : Superman Superman 


your favorite? 


Atiger. They : Alion. He's the 


What animal : A lion carry a strong : king of the 
: pel presenceand  : jungle, and 
are js n : i are protective, : that’s how I like 
` : | especially of : to represent 
: their family. : myself. 
"If I had to sing : Sing one of 
asoloinfront : mE my all-time m t 
of anentiie but I would degree zu I would make 
Seimi definitely kill it. EL. loy ane an attempt 
would...” ; Temptations. 5 i 
What food : : 
grosses you : Sushi : Meatloaf Squash 
out? : : 
What is your TONES Iamareally ; I'm good 
hidden talent? 9. 


good cook. : with kids. 


Whichemoji : : 
do you : : 
use most : : 


frequently? 


MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 


@p New York Rangers 
m goalie Henrik Lundqvist 
celebrates his 35th birthday. 


+ 


Portland Trail Blazers 


ul center Mason Plumlee 
turns 27. 
(5 Top-five WTA player 
2 Agnieszka Radwańska of 
Poland is 28. 
f San Antonio Stars guard ‘SY 
Moriah Jefferson 
turns 23. 
17 Boxer and Olympic 


gold medalist Claressa 
Shields celebrates ner 
22nd birthday. 


1٤ Arsenal right back 
EGP Hector Bellerin turns 22. 


20 Carolina Hurricanes 
= defenseman 
Justin Faulk is 25. 


0 Toronto Raptors 
4 | po 


int guard Kyle 
Lowry turns 31. 


cto Linebacker 

m= ÛD Von Miller of the 
Denver Broncos celebrates 
his 28th birthday. 


pi Tampa Bay Lightning 
r^ wing Jonathan 
Drouin turns 22. 


es) Premier League 
mw forward Dimitri 
Payet turns 30. 

30 Cornerback Richard 

e Sherman 4 B" 
of the Seattle Seahawks 


celebrates his 
29th birthday. 1 
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ON OUR RADAR j 


BRIUNNE 
BUTLER 


HEIGHT: 6'4" 


BIRTHPLACE: 
EAST BERNARD, TX 


BIRTH DATE: 
JANUARY 29, 1999 


SPORT: VOLLEYBALL 


The No. 2 prospect in the‏ ا 
country, Butler graduated a‏ 
semester early from Boling‏ 
(Texas) High School to enroll at‏ 
the University of Texas, where‏ 
she will be a middle blocker for‏ 
the Longhorns this fall.‏ 

She was a member of the‏ ا 
Junior USA National Team in‏ 
and 16 and received the‏ 2015 
Best Blocker Award from the‏ 
North, Central America and‏ 
Caribbean Volleyball‏ 
Confederation last year.‏ 

E While playing for Houston 
Juniors, she earned 
all-tournament honors after 
leading the team to a second- 
place finish at the Girls Junior 
National Championship in the 
17 Open Division. 

E Brionne, who began playing 
volleyball as a seventh-grader, 
was offensive MVP for Boling 
as a sophomore and first-team 
all-district as a freshman. 

E Her mom, Javonne Brooks, 
played at the University of 
New Orleans and is second on 
the NCAA all-time kills list. 
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CALEB 
HYMANS, 11 


Annandale, VA 
CROSS-COUNTRY 
Caleb finished first in the 
11-12-year-old 3K at the Foot Locker 
South Regional on November 26 
(10:05.3). One week later, he took 
first in the same division at AAU 
cross-country nationals (10:09.96). 


CAELYN 
n 


Mission, SD 3 
BASKETBALL : 

Caelyn, an eighth-grader, is the top 
scorer on Todd County High varsity. 
She averaged 18.5 points and 9.8 
boards at the four-game Lakota 
National Invitational and made the 
all-tournament team. A local TV 
station named her player of the week. 
In seventh grade, she was second in 
the 400 meters at the state varsity 
outdoor track and field meet. 


COLE 
MATHIS, 13 5 


Cataula, GA 

BASEBALL 

Cole went 8-1 with a 

0.27 ERA to help his Marlins win the 
local Little League championship. 
He had 118 strikeouts in 43®/s 
innings and only gave up nine hits. 
He was also 33 for 48 at the plate 
and hit 16 home runs. 


ARE YOU A SPORTSKID? 


Do you have what it takes to 
be a SportsKid of the Month? D 
Submit your nomination at: 
SIKIDS.com/SportsKid 


(431108) NOS14N 9349 
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B Û Û K By Amy Gutierrez 
This is the 
second Smarty 


Marty tale for 


OLYMPIC CHAMPION SWIMMER 


FAVORITE 
THINGS 
Looking for a way to pass Gutierrez, who is 


E 
* 
the time on spring break? about to begin 


her 1Oth season - J 
These four recent releases 206 AMY B 
will keep you entertained. reporterfor oo wk —( METTE 


San Francisco Giants TV broadcasts. 


— In the sequel, out this month, baseball 
expert Marty tests her announcing Dg E ٦۱۳۳ 
chops and then has to prove to 
everyone that she belongs behind the 
microphone. 
As told by 
Sean Jenson 


“There is a light 
at the end of 


the tunnel,” a ۹ 

writes Charles | À By Carli Lloyd and 

in this book's 3 Ene tT Wayne Coffey 

introduction. à Lloyd, who in 

"Don't feel that January received 

you don't have a chance in this a second straight 

world." Charles, who faced a FIFA women's 

learning disability and bullying as player of the year 

a kid, is now the Kansas City award, recounts 

Chiefs' all-time leading rusher. how she almost 

Gain inspiration from his journey, quit soccer in this 

which has taken him from kids' version of her memoir, When 
Port Arthur, Texas, to NFL Nobody Was Watching. Fortunately for 
stardom. soccer fans she stuck with it! 


By Andrew Maraniss 


This young readers’ edition of a New York Times bestseller 
profiles Wallace, who went to Vanderbilt and in 1967 became 
the first black athlete to play basketball in the Southeastern 
Conference. Wallace felt isolated on campus and endured 
slurs and threats everywhere he went. Even if you're not a 
history buff, this important story is worth your time. 
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Interview by Kid Reporter Andrew Zeidel 


NORE W MARANI!IS 


ST. PATRICK'S DAY ) 


There's a lot more than luck associated with 
this color, which we expect you might wear on 
March 17 to avoid being pinched. 


Golfers who win the Masters 
Tournament in April always 


teams around the U.S., such 
as the Chicago Bulls, Detroit 


sport the color to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day. 


wear green. The month before, 


Tigers, and Nashville Predators, 


It’s actually pretty t 
cold and snowy in 4 
Greenland. This makes I 
it the perfect spot 1 
for the Arctic Winter 
Games, which it 

hosted in 2016. The 
competition has been 
around since 1870 and 
attracts athletes from 
countries and territories 
near the Arctic Circle. The 
games feature sports such as Alpine skiing and 
snowshoeing-and indoor events such as volleyball. 


1. "Mean" Joe Greene, 
Pittsburgh Steelers, DT 


2. A.J. Green, Cincinnati 
Bengals, WR 


3. Draymond Green, 
Golden State 
Warriors, PF 


4. Shawn Green, 
Major League Baseball, 
RF and 1B 


5. Danny Green, 
San Antonio Spurs, SG 


14 / SPORTS ILLUSTRATED KIDS 


1. Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Real Madrid, $88 million 


2. Lionel Messi, 
FC Barcelona, $81.4 million 


3. LeBron James, Cleveland 
Cavaliers, $77.2 million 


4. Roger Federer, ATP Tour, 
$67.8 million 


5. Kevin Durant, Oklahoma City 
Thunder and Golden State 
Warriors, $56.2 million 


*INCLUDES ENDORSEMENTS, PER FORBES 
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Submit your caption at SIKIDS.com/ 
FunnyPhoto. Your entry could appear 
in a future issue of the magazine. 
a III ص‎ 


The winning caption "DO YOU THINK THIS 
from SIKIDS.com: WOULD BEA SIX MEN ON 
» THE COURT VIOLATION?” 


— JAXON, 11, MINNESOTA 


*I think I just felt him dribble!” 
— Grady, 11, Michigan 


"Does this basketball make my 


stomach look big?" 
— Krish, 12, New York 


“I must have eaten a lot of 


‘dunking’ donuts.” 
— Hillel, 7, Illinois 


“Whoa, man, you want to take a 
week-or nine months-off before 
you play again?" 

— Charlie, 11, Virginia 


“I’m naming the baby Allie after her 


Grandma, Allie Hoop." 
— Yonatan, 11, Connecticut 


A health 
machine that 
would keep your 
body healthy. 
ALEX OVECHKIN 


Washington 
Capitals 
left wing* 


*Interviews by 
Kid Reporter 
Aidan Kohn-Murphy 


GREG NELSON (FUNNY PHOTO); MICHAEL HICKEY/GETTY IMAGES (STANLEY); PATRICK MCDERMOTT/NHLI/GETTY IMAGES (OVECHKIN); WINSLOW TOWNSON (THOMAS) 
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POSITION 


SPOTLIGHT 


BY ANDY STAPLES 


exter Lawrence doesn't want to go 
quite as far as the Capri-pants look 
former teammate Ben Boulware 
rocked during ACC media days, but 

the Tigers' top freshman would like 

a little more variety in his wardrobe. 
“T try to have some swag,” Lawrence says, “but it's 
kind of tough to find anything." 

At 6' 5" and 340 pounds with size-16 feet, 
Lawrence doesn't have off-the-rack options. 
Fortunately, the reason he can't find anything 
swagged out is also the reason he should 
someday have the means to buy custom-made 
clothes. “I can pull off a lot of stuff,” Lawrence 
says. *I just want it to fit." 

Lawrence isn't kidding. He might be one of the 
only people on the planet at his weight who can 
pull off full-body pink spandex. Seriously. When 
teammate Christian Wilkins decided Tigers 
defensive linemen would be the Mighty Morphin 
Power Rangers for Halloween and threw the 
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Pink Ranger costume at 
Lawrence, he created an image 
that should fuel the 
nightmares of ACC offensive 
linemen and quarterbacks for 
decades. That guy is that big 
and looks like that in spandex? 
*Nobody will ever believe 
this," Clemson defensive 
coordinator Brent Venables 
thought to himself when the 
Power Rangers showed up at 
his house. 

Center Jay Guillermo, who 
as a senior this past season 
had to block Lawrence in 
every practice, marvels at his 
former teammate's physique 
and the grace with 
which he moves. “He’s 
18 years old. Like 
345 pounds. And 1896 
body fat,” Guillermo 
says. “It’s not fair. He is 
an absolute freak of 


nature." € 

| 1 1 
Lawrence used his gifts 
immediately upon 
arrival at Clemson. As a freshman, he 
ranked fifth on the team in tackles, 
with 78—an astounding total for a 
first-year defensive tackle. He was 
second in sacks, with seven, and 
second in quarterback pressures, with 
23. In Clemson’s title-game win over 
Alabama, he tied for second on the 
team with four solo tackles. 

His teammates could see this 
coming as soon as Lawrence set foot 
on campus in January 2016, after 
graduating early from Wake Forest 
(N.C.) High. After physical testing this 
past summer, they were further 
impressed. Guillermo isn't 
exaggerating about Lawrence's 
body-fat percentage. Though the 
Power Rangers photo is proof enough, 
Lawrence had his body composition 
measured last August using something 
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T 


(t 


called a Bod Pod. Around the same 
time, he also ran the 40-yard dash. 
Teammates huddled back at the start 
line, eager for Lawrence to return and 
tell them how he ran. It was 

4.9 seconds. “Jaw-dropping,” former 
teammate Carlos Watkins says. 

Feel free to adjust for college 
campus 40-time deflation. It doesn't 
matter. Lawrence can flat-out fly for a 
guy who is five pounds heavier than 
former Clemson star William (the 
Refrigerator) Perry's listed weight 
when he played for the Bears. 

Lawrence inevitably will draw 
comparisons to Perry, but Lawrence 
has the potential to be better. Coach 
Dabo Swinney says his tackle can 
already bench-press 225 pounds 
32 times. *It's just crazy what he can 
do at his size and his weight,” Wilkins 
says. “You'll see him in one-on-one 


| ROLLING THE TIDE 


pass protection just drop 
[Clemson offensive 
guards] Tyrone Crowder 
or Taylor Hearn. Those 
aren't little guys. Those 
are big dudes.” (Crowder 
is 6' 2" and 340 pounds; Hearn is 6' 5" 
and 325.) “He’s turning them and 
twisting them,” Wilkins says. “He has 
such a high ceiling. As good as he is, 
he still has such a long way to go. It’s 
going to be scary to see what he can 
do here in a few years.” 


As much as a 340-pounder can fit 
under one’s wing, Wilkins has had 
Lawrence under his since the 
freshman made an official visit in 
2015. It was Wilkins who reminded 
Lawrence that he could eat two 
steaks because the school was paying 
and that chances like that don’t come 
along every day. Wilkins also helped 
Lawrence adjust to life away from 
home. Wilkins is just finishing up his 
sophomore year, but four years at a 
Connecticut prep school had already 
taught him to live independently. 
Lawrence had a more conventional 
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high school experience, so college 
life was a much bigger change. 

Wilkins is always happy to 
offer advice or provide a 
sounding board. “Once or twice a 
week we have a little date night," 
Wilkins says. “We’ll go to Sonic 
and get a smoothie. On our cheat 
day on Sunday, we'll go to 
Bojangles and get 20 pieces of 
chicken and just eat them 
between us." (We'll pause now to 
imagine these two guys as 
650 total pounds of future 
NFL defensive linemen.) 

Watkins, who will be entering 
this year's draft, helped bring 
Lawrence along as well. “They 
call me Pops,” Watkins says of 
Lawrence and Wilkins. “And 
they're like my sons.” Lawrence, 
Wilkins, and Watkins combined 
for 36 tackles for loss last season, but 
Watkins wonders if Lawrence truly 
understands how special he can be. 
*He really doesn't know what he has 
yet,” Watkins says. ^He's just a little 
baby. Once he gets it all together, it's 
really going to be trouble for 
offensive linemen.” Watkins has an 
idea where this might lead: ^He can 
potentially be the No. 1 pick in the 
draft," says Watkins. 

Lawrence has two more seasons to 
aim for the top spot on the draft 
board, but winning the NCAA title to 
cap a standout freshman season is 
quite a head start. ^When you have 
great talent and skill plus great work 
ethic and character, you usually 
become a superstar," Swinney says. 
"That's kind of where he's heading.” 

If Lawrence gets there, he'll be able 
to afford an entire closetful of clothes 
designed for his freakish frame. Until 
then, he'll have to wear whatever fits. 
“T don’t think there's any hope for 
him;" Clemson's Boulware says. 
“When you're [that size], it's hard to 
look good. He's going to have to suffer 
for a couple more years." E 


THE WAY-TOO-EARLY 
RANKINGS 


There are about six months before the 2017 season begins, but the 
pundits are already talking. Who'll be in the top five? 


1. ALABAMA 


It’s not a very original pick, but why pick against the 
Tide? Coach Nick Saban signed another talented class, 
and QB Jalen Hurts will be a wise old sophomore. Plus the 
top three running backs-including Bo Scarbrough, who 
averaged 113.5 yards in his last four games-will be back. 


2. USC 


The Trojans may not have enjoyed the best beginning 
to last season (that 52-6 loss to Alabama was rough), 
but the end looked pretty promising: nine straight wins, 
including a thrilling 52-49 victory over Penn State in 
the Rose Bowl. QB Sam Darnold will be a seasoned 
sophomore, plus the defense will still be stacked. 


3. OHIO STATE 


What do you get when you combine four returning 
defensive linemen with a senior signal-caller and a 
1,000-yard rusher? A serious contender. Quarterback 
J.T. Barrett, running back Mike Weber, and the 
Buckeyes made it to the national semis in 2016, and 
they should be back again this season. 


4. FLORIDA STATE 


Running back Dalvin Cook is entering the draft, but 
yet another sophomore quarterback, ACC Rookie 

of the Year Deondre Francois, will ensure that the 
Seminoles will be fighting Clemson for the top spot in 
the conference. 


5. CLEMSON 
All-Everything QB Deshaun Watson is heading to the 
NFL, but the Tigers are still in the top five because 
of their defense. Linemen Christian Wilkins, Dexter 
Lawrence, and Clelin Ferrell will be back to lead a D 
that paced the nation in tackles for loss (130). 
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Bill Raftery had a life-altering decision to make. And 
he had only 48 hours to make it. 

It was right before the start of the 1981-82 season, 
and Raftery was about to begin his 12th year as head 
coach at Seton Hall University in South Orange, 

New Jersey. The season before, their second in the 
Big East, the Pirates had finished under .500. 

He didn't feel that he was getting the institutional 
support he needed. to compete with conference 
heavyweights such as UConn and Syracuse. He knew 
he needed to change something. 

Then-Big East commissioner Dave Gavitt and 
Raftery were friends, and Gavitt had noticed when the 
coach broadcasted a local All-Star basketball game in 1981. 
He telephoned Raftery with an offer to call Big East games. 
“If you want to do this, you have two days to make the 
decision," Raftery recalls Gavitt telling him. 

Broadcasting was a long-held consideration for Raftery. 
During the 1962-63 basketball season, when he was a 
senior guard at LaSalle University in Philadelphia, Hall of 


Fame broadcaster Bob Wolff came to campus to call a game. 


The next day, Wolff and Raftery met for lunch. Before Wolff 
left, he told the eloquent young guard: This broadcasting 
thing should be in your future. 

“Tt never left my head,” says Raftery. “The seed was 
planted by him. For everyone who can't stand me, blame 
Bob Wolff!” 

Raftery accepted Gavitt’s offer. Now the 74-year-old 
Raftery is an iconic voice of college basketball. He is in his 
34th year of calling games and currently works for CBS and 
Fox. His trademark calls—With a kiss! To the tin! and the 
famous Send it in, Jerome!—make him a viral sensation. And 
his detailed pregame preparation gives him the ability to be 
ready for any situation. “The time you spend off air is what 
makes on-air work,” he says. 

Before every game, Raftery will watch film of both teams, 
taking notes on a legal pad. On a recent rainy Friday in Los 
Angeles, Raftery was in his hotel room watching film of 
Arizona against Arizona State, in anticipation of calling a 
game between the Wildcats and UCLA the next day. 


“T [called] UCLA a couple 
times, so I wanted to check 


: Arizona out again,” he says. 


“Just jotting notes down, 
tendencies, individual 
skills, things that coaches 
may do at certain points of 
the game.” 

Between his film study 
and conversations with 
coaches and school 
employees, Raftery feels 
ready. He brings the legal 
pad to the game, but only 
glances at it occasionally. 


The rest of the story unfolds : 


on the court. 

“You can’t predict what a 
game is going to be like,” he 
says. “You have your own 
outlook, and then you 
watch the game take you 
someplace else. It’s like a 
good book. You start and go 
along for the ride.” 

Becoming a successful 
broadcaster takes practice, 


says Raftery, but 
improvement can come 
from daily life. That means 
reading—including 
non-basketball books—to 
absorb better ways of 
describing and comparing 
moments on the court. It 
means learning what 
comes off the tongue 
naturally, instead of 
scripting a line for a 
situation that hasn’t 
happened yet. It means 
storing away clever phrases 
your friends say and saving 
them for later. It means 
being an observer of the 
world. 

Above all, explains 
Raftery, it’s about creating a 
style. But the trick is not to 
force it. “The more you do 
things, it becomes you,” he 
says. “Just be you. It seems 
trivial, but it’s so important. 
Just being you.” E 
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People sue each othe 
for the oddest reasons, - 
even in the sports world. 


to sue the team and owner Jerry Jones 
for “physical pain and mental anguish.” 
In the lawsuit, she alleged that there 


Ya ^ was no sign warning about the potential 
, y danger of sitting on the bench, which 
/ | was black marble and had been baking 


in the sun. The case was dismissed. 


Paperboy wakes up rich 


Instead of handing you your paycheck on payday, some employers use a system 
that deposits the money directly into your bank account. A convenient method—as 
long as the dough ends up in the right place. When relief pitcher Mark Guthrie 
joined the Chicago Cubs in 2003, the Cubs' parent company deposited $301,000 


into Guthrie's account. The problem? They gave it to the wrong Mark Guthrie. This 
Mark Guthrie delivered newspapers for the Hartford Courant, which is also owned 
by the Cubs' parent company. That's quite the windfall for a paperboy! After realizing 
their error, the Cubs took back $275,000 before the paperboy froze his account. 
The Cubs sued him to get the rest. They reached an undisclosed agreement. 


Lm 


A Tiger Woods superfan was ejected from a PGA event for wearing a 
full-body tiger costume. Security booted the spirited spectator after Angel 
Cabrera, Woods's playing partner, complained that the costume was "too 
bright and bothersome." Several months later, the fan sued the PGA for 
$7,150 in small claims court, arguing that the organization couldn't tell him 
what to wear. Hard to blame the guy. It must have been a pain to walk up and 
down those fairways while wearing a bulky, sweaty tiger costume, only to be 


booted out. Not so grrrrreat! 


Doggone it 


A Kansas City Royals fan sued 
after the team's mascot, Sluggerrr, 
threw a hot dog into the crowd, 
striking him in the eye. The fan 
claimed that the injury damaged 
his eyesight and required surgery. 
The case was seen as a challenge 
to "the baseball rule," which prevents 
sports spectators from suing teams 
if they are hit by a foul ball, for example. 
While a jury ruled that the fan was at fault for 
not minding his surroundings, the Missouri Supreme Court ordered a new 
trial to clarify the baseball rule. The court determined that the rule doesn't 
apply to activity outside of the actual game, and that in the future, mascots 
like Sluggerrr should be more careful. 
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New York Knicks, forward 
21 

7'3", 240 pounds 

Liepaja, Latvia 


Called Zinger when he played in 
Spain, but wasn't crazy about it. 
When he came to the NBA in 2015, 
Kevin Durant called him a unicorn (as 
in, you have to see him to believe 
him). But that didn't catch on. 
Porzingis finally found a name that 
works this year: KP6. 


Rocked the hairstyle as a teenager. 


Moved to Spain as a teen to play 
basketball. Porzingis roomed with 
two Spanish-speaking teammates 
and had immense difficulty 
communicating. 


Friday 


In 2015, future Hall of Fame big man 
Dirk Nowitzki said, "He's way better 
than I was at 20.” 


bot half his basketball genes from 
mom, Ingrida, who played for the 
Latvian national team. (His dad was a 
semipro player.) 
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LAMAR 


© JACKSON 


Louisville Cardinals, quarterback 


20 
6'3", 205 pounds 
Boynton Beach, Florida 


Because he is so upbeat, Jackson 
was known as Smiley Face when he 
was in high school. He's now 
occasionally known as 

Action Jackson. 


Snoop Dogg played a Louisville show 
wearing a Jackson jersey. 


High school team didn't have a 
playbook. Jackson received a rude 
awakening when he got to Louisville 
in 2015. He said that learning the 
Cards' playbook was like picking up 
"a foreign language." 


Friday 


In 2015, former All-Pro QB Michael 
Vick tweeted, "Lamar Jackson 5x 
better than what I was at V-Tech.... 
Enough said!! future" 


When he was eight, his mom, Felicia, 
would put on pads and run tackling 
drills with him. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Porzingis followed up hi 
stellar rookie season by taking a bi 
step forward offensively. He upped hi$ 
three-point percentage from 33.396 t 
40.2% (through January 17), while 
making nearly twice as may threes p 
game. (That put him on pace to break 
Dirk Nowitzki's record for most thre 
pointers in a season by a seven 
Porzingis was New York's second- 
leading scorer, at 19.4 points E 
per game. 


After a season in E CN UN 
which he averaged 14.3 a N ^ 


points and 7.3 rebounds 
per game, Porzingis 
finished second in the 
voting for NBA Rookie of 
the Year. 


Playing for the 
Spanish club Sevilla, 
Porzingis was named the 
winner of the EuroCup Rising 
Star aWard. Following the season, 
he declared himself eligible for the 
NBA draft. (Porzingis had entered 
the draft the previous year, when 
he was just 18, but withdrew his 
name.) The Knicks took him,witl 
the fourth pick 
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for 3,542 yards wit 
nine interceptions. He 
38 yards, making him the 
er in FBS history to eclipse 3,300 
issing yards and 1,500 rushing yards in a 


x LJe5p e o Sta 1 0 C 
games as a freshman, Jackson set the 
school record for rushing yards by a 
P quarterback, with 960. (He'd shatter the 
mark as a sophomore.) After a 7-5 season, 


a berth in the Mus 


ATV. 


A 2014 Jackson closed out his career at 
Boynton Beach (Florida) High by throwing for 
xas ۹ » d " 1,293 yards and 20 touchdowns while ' 
۷ ۹ rushing for 1,039 yards and 19 TDs. He led his 
f team to a 9-2 record. 
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a Small 
World | 


Kristaps Porzingis is leading a A m 
revolution in the NBA, which is being 

dominated by players from every 
corner of the globe. 


I 
I 
I 
m jes mæ kee 
I 


When the results of the 
first round of fan voting for 
the NBA All-Star Game were 
released, there was one huge 
surprise. The second-leading 
vote getter among frontcourt players 
in the Western Conference was a 32-year-old 
journeyman who was averaging barely five points 
and five rebounds per game: Zaza Pachulia. The 
Warriors center had more votes than superstars 
such as Kawhi Leonard of the San Antonio Spurs, 
Anthony Davis of the New Orleans Pelicans, and 
Golden State teammate Draymond Green. 

How did Pachulia, who had scored more than 
10 points in a game only three times all year, get so 
much support? The big guy is a native of Georgia— 
the European country, not the American state. 
Fans in his homeland were so eager to get their 
countryman into the game that they stuffed the 


Photograph by 
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virtual ballot box. The 
Facebook page of one of 
the country's largest 
banks posted detailed 
instructions on how to 
vote for Pachulia. 

Pachulia ended up 
missing out on an 
All-Star spot. (Starters 
were determined by a 
combination of fan 
votes, media votes, and 
player votes.) But the 
support he received 
showed once again just 
how popular the NBA 
has become outside of 
the United States. The 
game has rabid fans in 
all corners of the 
globe—and they have 
more local heroes than 
ever to root for. 


Making Their Mark 


Pachulia is one of 113 players from 41 foreign countries 
who were on NBA rosters when this season began. 
That’s an all-time record, and it represents a serious 
increase. In 1999, only 40 foreign-born players were in 
the league. 

These players aren’t just on rosters—they’re 
dominating. Giannis Antetokounmpo of the Bucks—also 
known as the Greek Freak—is making a legitimate case 
for MVP votes. Cameroon native Joel Embiid of the 
Philadelphia 76ers is almost a lock to be Rookie of the 
Year. That would make him the second player who was 
raised in a foreign country to win the award in the past 
three years, after Andrew Wiggins of the Minnesota 
Timberwolves, who is from Canada. In the 62 years 
before Wiggins won, a foreign player had won only once: 
Spain’s Pau Gasol in 2002. 

Last year’s top rookie was Karl-Anthony Towns of the 
Timberwolves. The second- and third-place vote getters 
were Kristaps Porzingis of the New York Knicks and 
Nikola Joki¢ of the Denver Nuggets. Both of those 
players are stereotypical European big men. They are 
tall but skilled, capable of dominating on the glass and 
passing like a point guard. In fact, the 6' 10" Jokié played 
some point guard when he was younger. And the 6' 11" 
Antetokounmpo runs the Bucks offense. 

Unlike their American counterparts, who take part in 
AAU tournaments, many European players enroll in 
basketball academies when they are young. As a result, 
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WIZARD FROM OZ 
Irving (left) was born in 
Australia, where hoops is 
low in the sports pecking 
order. That's not the case 
in Georgia, where the 
country's citizens nearly 
voted Pachulia (below) into 
the NBA All-Star Game: 


they are drilled in 
the fundamentals 
from a young age 
instead of focusing 
on winning and losing. 

In June 2013, Spurs coach Gregg Popovich was talking 
about foreign-born players and their attitudes. He told 
ESPN that many players who grew up in the U.S. “have 
been coddled since eighth, ninth, 10th grade by various 
factions or groups of people. But the foreign kids don't live 
with that. So they don't feel entitled." 

It was a controversial statement, but the following 
summer, it became hard to argue with Pop's assertion. 
His Spurs upset the Miami Heat to win the NBA title. 
Nine of the 15 players on the San Antonio roster were 
born outside the U.S. 


Here They Come! 
So why has there been such an influx? As more American 
professionals have played overseas, they've spread the 
popularity of the game. And in some cases, they've started 
families in their new countries. All-Star Kyrie Irving of the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, for instance, was born in Australia, 
where his dad was a pro player. Ben Simmons, the top pick 
in the 2016 draft, also grew up Down Under, where his dad 
played pro ball. 

But the main reason is that the NBA has become more 


accessible. Kids overseas can easily watch Internet clips of 


the game's biggest names. Youngsters who might 
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otherwise follow in their native 
traditional sports are now motivated 
to play basketball. (That's why Jokié 
never got serious about water polo.) 
When Porzingis was a teen playing 
in Spain, he lived on highlights from 
the NBA-heavy YouTube channel 
Dawk Ins, imagining himself on the 
receiving end of lobs thrown by 
Chris Paul. 

Of course, not every foreign 
player who comes to the NBA makes 
it big. Fitting into a new culture can 
be difficult, especially for a 
youngster who's never lived away 
from home. (Jokié still has a hard 
time adjusting to American food, 
which he says is bland compared 
with what he's used to.) There have 
been many notorious flops, such as 
Darko Miličić. In 2003, the Serbian 


New York Knicks 


KRISTAPS PORZINGIS 


He wasn't a popular selection when the Knicks 
drafted him in 2015, but Porzingis has taken the 
U.S. by storm. That's been his plan since he was 11. 
Porzingis's big brother Jànis, a former pro player 
in Europe, enrolled Kristaps in after-school English 
classes. Janis knew that his brother was going to 
need more than talent if 


he never had a 

chance to be 

a great NBA 
player. He was close, but he never got 
there. | wanted to finish it." 

Kristaps's path to the U.S. wasn't 
easy. He left home at 15 to play in 
Spain. He was already 6' 8", and he 
slept on a small twin bed. His two 
roommates spoke only Spanish, so 
Porzingis struggled to communicate. 
And he had trouble adjusting to the 
food. Porzingis didn't want to spend 
what little money he had on restaurant 
food. He wound up with anemia and 
could barely walk to practice. 

Porzingis persevered, though. He 
eventually grew to 7' 3", and his soft 
shooting touch and passing skills got 


he was going to thrive 
in the U.S. So Kristaps 
did whatever he could 
to embrace American 
culture, from watching 
movies to listening to 
artists like Drake. "I 
wanted to do what my 
brother did," Kristaps, 
now 21, says. "But 


7-footer was taken second overall by 
the Detroit Pistons, ahead of 
Carmelo Anthony, Chris Bosh, and 
Dwyane Wade. 

But the influx of overseas players 
shows no signs of letting up. Last 
summer, 15 of the 30 first-round 
draft picks were born outside of the 
United States. The game has truly 
gone global, and the potential for 
growth seems endless. 


the attention of scouts. The Knicks took = 
him with the fourth pick, which reportedly n» 
left Carmelo Anthony "furious." But that 1 

all changed once he got to see Porzingis m 

up close. Now in his second season, A 
Porzingis is averaging 18.9 points per ; 

game, taking some of the offensive 

load off of Anthony, who is playing / 
some of the most efficient ball of his 

career. He's certainly become a Porzingis 
believer. "The kid has an aura about him," said Melo. 
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FRANCE 
RUDY GOBERT Utah Jazz 


One of the most notorious busts in NBA history was Frederic 
Weis. The Knicks took the 7' 2" French center in the first 
round in 1999. He didn't play a single NBA game, and he's 

most famous for being dunked on by Vince Carter at the 2000 

Olympics. (Carter actually vaulted over Weis.) At the time, only 
four French-born players had appeared in an NBA game. Since 
then, there have been more than a dozen. The most promising 
now is Gobert, who is leading the NBA in blocked shots and 

is known as the Stifle Tower. He's far more likely to dunk over 
someone than get dunked on. 


او یب 


GREECE 
GIANNIS ANTETOKOUNMPO 


Milwaukee Bucks 


WS Greece is the birthplace of the Olympics, so sports have always 

played a large role in life there. And while the country has had 

some success on the court, it hasn't turned out an NBA star. (When 

Greece pulled off a huge upset by beating the U.S. in the 2006 

world championship, it had just one player with NBA experience.) 
That's about to change. Antetokounmpo has become one of 

the best point guards in the NBA, scoring in 


CROATIA 


bunches and making highlight-ree! passes. Oh, x A 
did we mention he's 6' 11"? That's right, he's DARIO SARIC 
nearly seven feet tall, and he’s running Philadelphia 
Milwaukee's offense. Developing skills 76ers 


at that size required a lot of hard 

work, but hard work is something 
Antetokounmpo has never 
shied away from. 


The sweet-shooting 
Sarić is often 


, Toni Kukoc. E 4 
The Sixers rookie T 


is not a fan of those / pu 


comparisons, calling them — | 9 ; 
"stupid" because he hasn't | 
accomplished anything 

yet. Kukoé won three titles 
with Michael Jordan and 

the Chicago Bulls and was 
the Sixth Man of the Year 

in 1995-96. Kukoé, one 

of the first European big 
men to thrive in the NBA, 
also won two Olympic silver 
medals: for Yugoslavia and 


(His parents moved 
to Greece from Nigeria 
before Antetokounmpo was 
born.) He didn't have an 
easy childhood, but that 
has fueled the 22-year-old, 
who was named an All-Star 
starter this season. "| can't 
push it to the side,” he says. “l 
can't say, 'l've made it, l'm done 
with all that.’ | will always carry 1 for Croatia (which was 

it with me. It's where | learned to part of Yugoslavia until 
work like this." ٦ 1991). 


VN 
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SWITZERLAND 


CLINT CAPELA Houston Rockets 


The 22-year-old Capela has made a huge jump in his third NBA season, increasing his scoring 
average to 11.5 points per game (up from 7.0 last year) and shooting 63.0% from the field. That 
makes Capela a star in his homeland, where basketball players are something of a novelty. 
(The only other player from Switzerland to make it to the NBA is Atlanta Hawks guard Thabo 
Sefolosha.) But Capela has a long way to go to become the most successful athlete to come 
out of Switzerland. 


SLOVENIA 
GORAN DRAGIC Miami Heat 


Few players from Slovenia—a county of barely two million people— 
have performed on basketball's biggest stage. But 


. In 


addition to Goran, a point guard who is Miami's leading scorer, Zoran 
Dragić had two brief stints in the league. Each time his brother was one of 
his teammates. Zoran played 16 games for the Phoenix Suns and the Heat. 


4 


E 
TURKEY 


ENES KANTER 


AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND 
MATTHEW STEVEN ADAMS 


Oklahoma City DELLAVEDOVA Oklahoma City 
Thunder Milwaukee Bucks Thunder 

At just 24 years old, Kanter Poor Delly. He picked the In New Zealand, 

has quite a future ahead of wrong sport to excel in. As 

him on the court. But once his a member of the Cavaliers 


during the 2015 NBA Finals, 
he did a spectacular job of 
slowing down Steph Curry 
of the Warriors. But back 

home, where 


hardwood days are over, the 
6'11", 245-pounder wants 
to try another "sport": pro 
wrestling. (In college, Kanter 
was called the Underkanter, 
after his favorite 


Well, not literally. 
Adams, who is 
a 7-footer, found 

that being big isn't 


wrestler, the 
Undertaker.) It's 


much of an asset 
in that sport. "If 
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actually not you're the tallest 
unusual guy, they're just 
for an waiting for you 
athlete 5 to catch the 
from = hardly anyone took ball, so they "a 
Turkey wi, notice. In fact, one can tackle ہے‎ ATS 
to grapple. A broadcaster mangled you," he said. 
his name on the air, Adams turned to 
saying, “l'Il learn his basketball—to the 
name eventually." delight of Thunder fans. & 
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CANADA 


ANDREW WIGGINS 


Minnesota Timberwolves 


That's 
fitting. Basketball was invented by James 
Naismith, who was born and educated in 
Canada. (He invented the game shortly 
after moving from Montreal to Springfield, 
Massachusetts, in 1891.) More than 25 
players from Naismith's home country 
have played in the NBA, including two 
who were selected No. 1 overall in the 
draft. Anthony Bennett was picked first by 
the Cavaliers in 2013. Wiggins went first the 
next year to the Cavs—who traded him to Minnesota. 
He's become one of the game's most exciting young 
players. If he continues to develop, he could join Steve 
Nash as a Canadian MVP winner. 


THE BAHAMAS PUERTO RICO 


BUDDY HIELD J.J. BAREA 
New Orleans Pelicans Dallas Mavericks 


The Bahamas are a popular tourist destination for 
folks who are looking for some laid-back island living. 
How laid-back? 


Puerto Rico has sent just seven players t@ ihe 
NBA, a far cry from the ~ 


But that doesn’t mean there are no rabid 
hoops fans. Back in 2011, Barea helped the 
Mavericks past the Heat in the NBA Finals. 
When he returned to Puerto Rico, he was 
driven around the island in the bed of a pickup 
truck. The two-hour parade was 
carried live on every television 
channel. It was incredible that 
Barea even made it to the 
0 
۱ 
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^ < V 


(A sloop is a type of sailboat.) If 
there's one thing Hield isn’t, it's laid- 
back. "I've seen a lot of people [in the 
Bahamas] never push for themselves, | 
Hield says. "I'm trying to be that 
different one. | just tried to find 
, a way to make it out." Using 
AMEND a milk crate as a basket, 
AN he spent countless hours 
Ta working on his shot. Hield 
سد‎ got a scholarship to 
Oklahoma, where he 
averaged 25.0 points 
as a senior in 2015-16. 
The Pelicans took him 
with the sixth pick in the draft. 
Hield got off to a slow start—he 


^ 


Mavs. Basketball players 
are so rare in Puerto 
Rico that anyone 
hoping to be recruited 
has to move to the 
mainland for high 
school. Barea 
played one season 
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missed his first 13 three-pointers, p" in Miami. He turned 
which isn't good for a shooting — that into a scholarship at 
guard. But after he moved into the y Northeastern—and nine ae 
starting lineup, he found his touch, > years later he was a dE 
M = shooting 45.5% from behind the arc. national hero. fs 
30 SPOB TRATED KIDS pA is 


4 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


pou E HORFORD Boston Celtics 


e But Horford followed in the footsteps of 


IA 
his father, former NBA player Tito, and gave basketball a try. Im 
He wound up in the NBA, where he starred for the Hawks for 
nine years. After the 2015-16 season, he was a free agent. He 
was lured to Boston in part by the success enjoyed by another 
Dominican athlete in that city: David Ortiz. Horford and Big Papi 
have been friends since Horford was a rookie. 


mud. CAMEROON 
JOEL EMBIID Philadelphia 76ers 


Embiid didn’t play basketball until he was 16. 
Before that, he played soccer and volleyball. 


off. Like the Hall of Famer Olajuwon, Embiid was a 
first-round pick, and he’s on his way to stardom. 


ARGENTINA 
MANU GINOBILI 


San Antonio Spurs 


Argentina is known for turning out 
legendary soccer players (such as 
Lionel Messi) as well as hoopsters 
like Ginobili, who has been a 
mainstay on the Spurs for the 
past 15 years. But neither 
soccer nor basketball 
is the country’s national 
sport. No, that would be 


BRAZIL 


NENE Houston Rockets 


The Rockets veteran was born Maybyner Rodney 


In 2008, Hilario made 
his nickname, which means baby in Portuguese, his 
legal—and only—name. When he was growing up, 
Nené played soccer, like most Brazilian kids. 
But as he kept growing, it became apparent 
that his future was in basketball. And even 
as he forged a 15-season (and counting!) 
career on the hardwood, soccer never left 
his heart. During the 2011 lockout, Nené 
was a member of the Nuggets. He was 
often spotted at Denver parks playing 
pickup soccer to help stay in shape. 
And after he joined the Washington 
Wizards, he expressed a desire to train 
with MLS team D.C. United. As he 
told The Denver Post in 11, “I feel 
more close to Brazil [when | play 
soccer]. | miss it so much, and 
my friends live there.” 


. Why paio? 
Well, the word is Spanish 
for duck. And back 

when the game was 
first played hundreds 
of years ago, 
competitors used a 
duck in a basket 
instead of a ball. 
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They're 
Having 
A Ball 


By Lee Jenkins 


Photographs by John W. McDonough 


hen Lonzo Ball was at Chino Hills High 
in California, he always begged the JV 
squad to stick around after practice to 


take part in pickup games. Ball was a 
star, but he was more interested in playing alongside 
scrawny kids than with other five-star recruits. 

He did the same thing during half-court games in his 
backyard. Ball would pluck an uncoordinated kid from 
the neighborhood, then challenge anyone to beat them in 
two-on-two. “You learn that everyone has a skill,” Ball 
says. “You just have to find it and bring it out.” 

The philosophy came from Ball’s father, LaVar—who 
also ran the modest AAU program, Big Ballers, that 
Lonzo played for. “Everybody wins with good players,” 
LaVar told him. “But if you win with these guys, you'll 
win with anybody.” 

Ball’s attitude helped him develop into one of the top 
point guards in the country. He committed to UCLA, 
becoming part of a recruiting class that was ranked in 
the top five nationally. That meant when Ball arrived on 
campus last fall, he was finally surrounded by elite 
players. And the results have been staggering. 

The Bruins aren’t just one of the nation’s best teams— 
they’re one of the most exciting, too. They are a souped-up 
scoring machine, a high-octane apparatus that regularly 
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: write a movie. 


cracks triple digits, applauds 30-foot 
shots, and encourages four-second 
possessions. “Put on your seat belt,” 
coach Steve Alford is fond of telling his 
assistants. 

The Bruins move fast. 


Ball, who is second in assists among 
players in major conferences 

(8.0 through January 16), lives with 
two of his freshman teammates. 
Power forward T.J. Leaf is second on 
the Bruins in scoring (16.8), and center 
Ike Anigbogu blocks shots and flushes 
lobs like DeAndre Jordan in training. 

The freshmen are inseparable. 
They live together. They eat together. 
They shop at the Beverly Center 
together. “Not the seventh floor,” Ball 
says. “That’s Prada and Gucci and all 
the stuff we can’t afford.” 

Leaf decorated his room with a 
picture from a fan. “It’s a drawing of 
Lonzo’s head in the sky,” explains 
Leaf, The trio even took the same 
classes, marveling at the one 
pro‘essor who correctly pronounced 
Anigbogu's name (EE-kay ah-nee- 
BOH-goo). 

One of classes the 
b. by Bruins 
took was 
screenwriting. 
They each had to 


/ 


Leaf's is a drama set in 
Austria involving a spy. 
Anigbogu’s is a thriller سیق‎ 
set in a mountain resort. 
“Mine is about high school,” Ball 
says, “a guy and a girl.” 

“Yeah, your girl,” Leaf says, 
teasing Ball. 

Speaking of girls, after UCLA 


۲ 


NA‏ ہا 


beat Ohio State in December, Leaf 
tweeted at Taylor Swift, inviting her 
to a game. When a referee asked this 
month if she responded, Leaf had to 
admit he never hear back from her. 

But that is a rare disappointment. 
The Bruins won 18 of their first 19 
games. ^When teams play us, what do 
they have to be concerned about?" says 
Alford. *Pace! Can they play at our pace 
for 40 minutes? The answer is no.” 

UCLA went 15-17 last season, 
finishing 73rd in pace. After the 
season Alford got rid of the entire 
offensive scheme. ^We ran the same 
pick-and-rolls as everybody else,” he 
says, “and I got so bored watching it.” 
He wanted to install a turbocharged 
motion attack, modeled after the 
Golden State Warriors and the 
San Antonio Spurs. 

It helped that he was getting a 
point guard uniquely qualified to 
direct it. Ball has been throwing 
alley-oops since he was six. His father 
told him to play as fast as possible 
because more possessions meant 
more reps, and the only way to beat 
grown men was to outrun them. The 
Big Baller movement was born. 

Through January 16, the Bruins 

; were second in the nation in 
کے‎ three-point field goal percentage 
(43.3) and ranked fourth in 


N 9 
ES R ©, two-point field goal 


percentage (59.6) and 11th 
' in pace. They run by far 
the fewest pick-and-rolls 
in the Pac-12. But when 
they run them, they 
average the most points 
per possession in the 
conference. (Similarly, 
the Warriors were last 
in the NBA in pick-and- 
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roll attempts last season, 
but they averaged the 
most points in those 
possessions.) 

'To get used to pushing 
the tempo, UCLA runs a 
practice drill called 
Quick Strike. It's a 
five-on-five scrimmage 
with a 15-second shot 
clock. When a team 
makes a basket, the 
number of points they 
receive corresponds to the number of 
seconds on the shot clock. So if they 
score with 11 seconds left, they are 


is a race. 


The stellar freshman have led UCLA 
to new heights, but they aren't the 
only players contributing. Last year's 
leading scorer, 6' 5" guard Isaac 
Hamilton, is still a dangerous 
three-point threat. And senior guard 


38 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED KIDS 


Bryce Alford—the coach's son—is 
leading the Bruins in scoring. 
The 6' 3" marksman has scored 


more than 1,700 points at UCLA and 
endured almost as many tired 
Daddy's Boy chants. It doesn't bother 


: him; he'd actually welcome some 


originality. “I think I’ve been through 
everything as a college player,” Bryce 
says. “Winning, losing, ups, downs, so 
much pressure. Handle the ball, run 
off screens, get open looks, worry 
about other guys. There were times I 
couldn't focus on one thing. My mind 


: was all over the place. And no 
: matter what I did, people still 


thought I only played because my 
dad was the coach." 

Still, Bryce has seen his time 
in the spotlight diminish a bit. 
“This is the most comfortable 
T've been here, because the 
pressure isn't on me as much;" 
Bryce says. “I’ve learned to deal 


: with it, but Lonzo has helped a 


lot too. You look at how much 
attention is on him, how much 
hype he’s getting, how much he 


: handles the ball. Not many guys 


could have taken that burden off 
me, but he did.” 

Bryce and Hamilton have 
sacrificed, though not as much as 
sophomore spark plug Aaron 
Holiday. He is perhaps the best 
player in the country who isn't 
starting. He has two older 


: brothers: Jrue, the starting point 


guard for the Pelicans, and Justin, 
a backup shooting guard for the 
Knicks. They both advised Aaron 
that coming off the bench would 


i help him as a pro. 


Like the rest of his teammates, 


; Aaron has bought into Alford's 


system—which emphasizes 


: living in the moment as well as 


preparing for the future. After 
UCLA beat Stanford by 14 points 
in January, Alford walked 


: through the locker room. He was 


struck by a sound he didn't like: 
silence. “The last thing I want is 
for our guys to think, Oh, man, 


: we only won by 14,” Alford told 
: his staff later. “We can't let them 


lose the joy of this. They've 
created a buzz here. I want them 


: to enjoy that creation.” 


a heel 
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BAY LOR Eager for a Second Chance 


F ew teams have come closer to beating UConn 
& this year than Baylor. On November 17, the 
Bears and Huskies were tied at 54 in the fourth 
quarter, but UConn won 72-61. "| didn't think 

we played tough when the game was tied,” says 
Baylor coach Kim Mulkey. "They were just tougher 
defensively." Since then, the Bears have turned 
things around, especially on offense, where they 
were averaging an NCAA-high 91.3 points through 
January 18. Baylor is one of the deepest teams 

in the nation, led by a trio of stars that can match 
UConns best. Senior guard Alexis Jones (above) 
was averaging 14.6 points and shooting 42.1%. 
Sophomore forward Kalani Brown was averaging 
13.9 points and 8.5 rebounds, and senior forward 
Nina Davis was shooting 59.5% from the field. Six 
players were averaging better than nine points per 
game. "I can only play five at time,” says Mulkey. 
"But I truly have 11 players who can start for a lot 
of teams in the country." 


With its NCAA-record win 
streak and enviable dynasty, 
there's only one question: 


MISSISSIPPI 
STATE 
Don't Forget About Our Streak! 


T hrough January 18, 
A MSU was the 

only undefeated team 
not called UConn. 
Led by junior guard 
Victoria Vivians (right), 
who was averaging a 
team-high 17.3 points, 
the Bulldogs began the 
season 19-0, the best 
Start in program history. 
They've done it with an 
experienced roster used ۳ 
to long road trips. */ve 
traveled some 17,000 

miles," says coach 

Vic Schaefer. 

"We played at 


f 
Maine, at USC, f F 
۱ : 


and at Hawaii. 

But we have a 

veteran group.” That group, 
which includes eight juniors and 
seniors, is buoyed by its depth. 
Take junior point guard Morgan 
William, one of the top guards in 
the country. She only played 21 
minutes in a win against Florida. 
"That will pay off in [March],” 
says Schaefer. The Bulldogs, 
with their road-warrior ways, are 
hoping their undefeated start is 
a prelude to something bigger. 


WHO CAN 
BEAT UCONN? 


Last year, Vivians betame the fifth MSU player 
to reath 1,000 career points in just two seasons. 


utting the emphasis on 
\ IN putting p 
al 3 


MARYLAND 
A Jones for the Spotlight 
B rionna Jones (below) 


has done a little bit of 
everything for the Terrapins. 
The 6'3" senior center is the 
team's driving force, leading 
the Terps in points (19.5) 
and rebounds (10.4) through 
January 18. She was also 
fifth in the nation in field 
goal percentage (68.4%). 
If Maryland is to beat UConn, 


ays ۵م مد‎ |jeq12xseq 362-6 e savop si Kuo 3oN 


[i 


Jones is a good 
way to start. 
“wwe spend a 
lot of time talking 
about playing 
through her," 
sai's coach 
Brenda Frese. 
“When people are 
going to double- 
and triple-team her, 
she's so unselfish. 
It leads to easier 
plays. Then 
there are nights 
where she's 
unstoppable.” A 
big tournament 
from Jones g 
would give P 
the Terps a chance to 
shock UConn. 
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By Jeremy Fuchs 
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» (Annotated) NCAA Bracket 


Ready for the Big Dance? Use these stats and tips to figure out the winner of all 
67 games. We even left space for you to pencil in your picks! 


> 
سے‎ 
سے سید‎ FIRST ROUND SECOND ROUND SWEET 16 ELITE EIGHT FINALFOUR 
3 / 1 March 16-17 March 18-19 March 23-24 March 25-26 April 1 
کت 7ر‎ 1 No. | seeds are 128-0 
ZZ v 16 against No. 15 seeds. 
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5 The average sum of NATIONAL 


he Final Four seeds 
For five straight years, No. l4 seeds have won a £e 1 That Ll veh 


game. |n 2016, No. I4 seed Stephen F. Austin beat ANS 727 
No. 3 seed West Virginia. seed, and two No. 4 


seeds, for instante. 


People love No. 12 seeds. They've won 2.17 of their games, versus just 20.4% for No. 13 
seeds, sinte 1985. That's the highest seed—to—seed jump in winning, percentage. 
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Detroit pitcher MICHAEL FULMER has many 
skills. The AL Rookie of the Year can throw a 
sinker-and fix a sink. Bv STEPHANIE APSTEIN 


ast December, Michael Fulmer came 0 friend by working for Cyrus Wright Plumbing in 


through the door of his home in rural 


Guthrie, Oklahoma. 


*Guess what!" he announced to his 


wife, Kelsey. It was the end of a 


whirlwind year in which the 23-year-old 
had played nearly a full season in the 
majors for the Detroit Tigers and won 


the AL Rookie of the Year award, so she waited to 
see what was making him so happy. 

“T installed a sink today,” Fulmer said. “By 
myself!” 

“That was probably a 10,” Kelsey says now, 
estimating her husband’s level of excitement. 
The Rookie of the Year announcement? 
“A seven,” she says. 

When he first agreed to fill in for a — 
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۱ the fall of 2014, Fulmer saw an opportunity to 


keep busy in the winter. The job would also help 
out financially, since his minor league salary was 
meager. And it would give Fulmer a different 
kind of workout—digging ditches for sewage 
lines and hauling water heaters. 

On his first day, he says he thought, What have 
I gotten myself into? And what's that smell? 

But the more time he spent helping out, the 
more interested he became. The young man 
who once had to have tools described to him by 
their location in the truck because he didn't 
know their names began to anticipate what 

would be needed for a given job. So he kept 

coming back during the off-season, even as 
ہر‎ his baseball salary increased. (Fulmer's 


d 


ee 
<> 


ccm دہ‎ 


«a 


SA9VWIALLI9/SOLOHd 81W/WYHONINNDD (۷ 


/ ۳ 


1 gv" 


CES. | | ۱ - PT 


Fulmer has a promising career 


salary this year was the major league minimum of 
$507,500.) 

From October until early January, when he begins 
his preseason throwing program, Fulmer climbs into 
his black Ford pickup at 7:15 a.m. three days a week 
and makes the 30-minute trip. He goes to Yukon, 
Oklahoma, where he and his boss, Larry Wright, work 
eight to 10 hours installing equipment and fixing leaks. 

Most often Fulmer is strictly a helper—think the 
nurse who hands the scalpel to the surgeon. But one 
day late last year, as Wright supervised, Fulmer took 
the lead and hooked up a bathroom sink for a client. 


CHANGING UP HIS REPERTOIRE 

Fulmer was called up to the majors for the first time 
on April 29. After four starts, it looked like his future 
as a major league pitcher wasn't nearly as bright as his 
future as a plumber. His ERA sat at 6.52, and he didn't 
last more than five innings in any start. He was 
throwing 96 miles per hour, but he wasn't fooling 
anybody. Pitching coach Rich Dubee sat him down in 
mid-May. “Fastball-slider isn't enough,” he said. “You 
need a third pitch.” 

Fulmer had toyed with a changeup before but 
discarded it when he realized he could simply blow the 
ball by minor leaguers. Dubee made him throw 
30 changeups in a row in his next bullpen session. 

After that session, he had a 2.58 ERA with seven 
strikeouts per nine innings over 22 starts—including 
four straight in which he threw at least six innings 
while allowing no runs and no more than three hits. 

Fulmer’s success helped keep Detroit in the playoff 
chase until the final game of the season, and despite a 
torrid closing surge by Yankees catcher Gary Sanchez 
(nine home runs in 22 games), Fulmer won the Rookie 
of the Year award with 26 of 30 first-place votes. 

And still, in the off-season he went back to his 
second job. Fulmer likes plumbing because he likes to 
commit to something and finish it. He likes to see 
tangible results as he improves. And he 
likes solving problems. Fulmer loved 
math as a kid. When he was in the 
minors, his younger brother Austin would 


to fall back on if baseball text him for help with calculus 
doesn't work out, but that assignments. 


hardly seems likely. 


*He's always liked figuring out why;" 
says their dad, J.P. *Michael's always had 
that problem-solving mentality." 

Fulmer has worked on more than 100 
jobs in three off-seasons spent plumbing—and he's 
never been recognized. But if he has another season 
like 2016, next winter people may be almost as excited 
to have him install their sinks as he is to do it. El 
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A DROP AND THE BUCKET Keene got knocked 
down while finishing a drive against Akron, one 
of 11 games in which he’s gone for 30-plus. 


3Y DAN GREENE 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
REG NELSON 


THERE'S A CATCH to all of this attention. Marcus Keene 
knows that now. It’s nice to scroll through a slew 
of laudatory tweets and Instagram posts after another 
scoring eruption, to see your name on ESPN and have 
kids waiting for your autograph. But excellence begets 
expectation, even for a 5' 9" former zero-star recruit, and 
after those so-called off nights, when the Central Michigan 
junior point guard puts up only, say, 23 points, the social 
media peanut gallery speaks up. 
These critics care not that Keene 
was doubled on ball screens and 
collapsed upon by entire defens- 
es, or that his assist rate ranks 
28th nationally. They want to 
know why the mid-major sensa- 
tion flirting with Division T's first 
30-points-per-game season in 
20 years did not again clear that 
august threshold. They want to 
know why he failed them. 

"That's what you see with 
famous people— people talk bad about them in their 
comments," Keene says. His irrepressible grin cedes 

riefly to bemusement. ^Now it's happening to me." 
In a season defined by Keene's sheer volume of 
points—29.8 per game through January 21, the day he 
put up 50 against Miami (Ohio)—three in particular 
hrust him into the national consciousness. On De- 
cember 6 the Chippewas led Green Bay by six with 
2:58 remaining. With about 20 seconds on the shot 
clock, Keene dribbled leisurely across the court, right 
o left, 10 feet beyond the arc. When he neared the 
left wing, he casually bounced the ball from his right 
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MARCUS KEENE 


hand to his left behind his back—also performing a wholly superflu- 
ous counterclockwise spin—then pulled up in rhythm to fire a jumper. 

The shot had barely splashed through the net before it went viral. SB Na- 
tion proclaimed it *the most arrogant 3 of the year." The Big Lead called 
it “extremely cocky.” Keene's performance—40 points, 11 assists, seven 
rebounds—led the late-night edition of SportsCenter, which further stoked 
online buzz by misspelling Keene's last name and mistakenly displaying a 
photo of teammate Braylon Rayson. ESPN talking head Stephen A. Smith 
sent Keene a congratulatory tweet, leaving the loyal First Take viewer 
awestruck. Asked to explain his impromptu flourish, Keene 
shrugs. “I was just hoopin’, bruh.” 

The play was a distillation of Keene himself: confident 
but justified, outlandish but ultraproductive, defiant 
with a smile. Hooping has been his raison d’étre since 
he was a toddler lugging a dusty basketball into his 
bath. With both parents in the Air Force, Keene showed 
self-discipline as early as grade school—morning runs 
down his street in San Antonio, scheduled meals, shot- 
counting shootarounds. He avoided candy and chugged 
milk. When he read that his asthma medication could 
delay growth, he squeezed his inhaler into the air to fool 
his parents into thinking he’d used it. 

Keene stood only 5' 2" in ninth grade, but he could 
bench-press 160 pounds, and he was tough. Two years 
later, when one of his teeth was knocked out during an 
AAU tournament, he handed the incisor to his mother in 
the stands, returned to the court, and helped his team 
win the title. As a junior at Earl Warren High he was told 
his season was over after breaking an ankle. Instead he 
tried Airrosti therapy, a painful, nontraditional form of 
rehab that uses intense pressure to break up scar tis- 
sue. He screamed through a towel during treatment, and 
returned to hit back-to-back game-winners during the 
playoffs, a run the San Antonio Express-News dubbed “Keenesanity.” 

But few college recruiters were impressed. Entering his senior sea- 
son Keene reluctantly accepted his lone D-I scholarship offer, from 
Youngstown State. Indignant, he would size up more highly touted 
Texas recruits: I could play against him, I could play against him. . . . 

“If you're not over 6' 4", then I feel like you're the same size as me,” 
Keene says. “Now my game has reached my confidence.” All it took was 
a change of scenery and a union with a new coach and an old opponent. 


N MANY WAYS Keno Davis was destined for the bench. “I wasn't an ath- 
lete,” the fifth-year coach says with a laugh. But he lived and breathed 
basketball, growing up immersed in the programs his father, Tom, 
coached at Lafayette, Boston College, and Stanford. By the time Keno 
was college age in the early 1990s, Tom was coaching at Iowa, where his 
son joined the Hawkeyes as an undergraduate assistant, bouncing between 
coaches' meetings and his duties as a practice player. But Keno often found 
himself challenging conventional wisdom. At coaching clinics he would 
ask, What are the numbers to back that up? When it came time for Keno to 
run his own team, Tom told his son, *You have to do what you believe in." 
In 2007, at 35, Keno got his chance, taking over at Drake when Tom 


46  SPORTSILLUSTRATED KIDS 


TELLING NUMBER 


» 49.2 


COMBINED SCORING AVERAGE FOR KEENE AND RAYSON, THE NATION 'S HIGHEST 


‘Soare i Fa; 


retired. Keno inherited a team equipped to play his 
father’s up-tempo, pressing style; he also had a fleet of 
capable outside shooters. He had long been enamored 
with both per-possession efficiency stats and outlier 
offenses like those of the Hank Gathers-era Loyola 
Marymount team and Mike D'Antoni's Phoenix Suns. 
So Davis's first Bulldogs squad underwent an ex- 
treme makeover, upping the share of field goals it took 
from beyond the arc from 32.596 (195th nationally) to 
46.196 (10th). A team picked to come in ninth in the 
Missouri Valley finished 14th in the country. Davis 
was named national coach of the year. “It sold me,” 
he says, “that this is something that I wanna try to 
build my teams on.” 

That spring Davis decamped to Providence. But in 
three seasons there his teams did not shoot threes as 
often (never more than 35.8% of their shot attempts) 
nor as well (never better than 33.0%). After going 
46-50, he was fired. Davis spent the 2011-12 season 
working as a Big Ten Network analyst, scouting 


teams for broadcasts and tinkering with his coaching 
philosophy. The need to describe teams concisely 
to a TV audience provided a lesson. “The programs 
that were successful,” Davis says, “had an identity.” 

When Davis arrived in Mount Pleasant in 
April 2012, he set about building one for the Chip- 
pewas, who had just two winning seasons in the 


previous 24 years. With only three returning players, 
he sought to fill his roster with recruits adept at the 
game's most valuable shot—the three-pointer—and at 
pushing the pace. “It was my belief,’ says Davis, “that 
if we could get an up-tempo, running, exciting style, 
that we could put butts in the seats and it would be 
enticing to recruits.” In 2012-13, Central Michigan 
took 45.4% of its shots from deep, the most in the 
nation. Two seasons later, with threes making up 
48.1% of their shots, the Chippewas won 23 games, 
second most in school history. #3MU was born. 

During that 2014-15 season Central Michigan 
gave up 24 points on 15 shots to a sophomore guard 
during a November win over Youngstown State. 
After an up-and-down freshman season—including 
a suspension for punching and breaking the nose 
of a 6' 4" teammate during practice—Keene was a 
valuable starter for the Penguins, averaging 15.6 
points. But he was dissatisfied with their perfor- 
mance (dead last in the Horizon) and less than 
happy with his role (spot-up two guard). He wanted 
to play the point, and to play it elsewhere. At the 
end of the season he announced he would transfer. 

Central Michigan was interested in adding anoth- 
er quick, sharpshooting guard to play with Rayson, 
and the Dallas native proved an asset in luring him. 
Rayson knew Keene from the AAU circuit, where the 
remarkably similar prospects—5' 9", self-assured, 
fearless—were naturally pitted against each other 
in the cutthroat recruiting game. 

“When we first started playing against each other, 
it was like, He [stinks], 'm gonna kill him,” recalls 
Rayson. The turning point came after an AAU game 
in which Rayson followed a Keene miss by hitting a 
fadeaway game-winner while tumbling into a row of 
courtside folding chairs. Afterward Keene and Ray- 
son chatted at the concession stand. Following their 
collegiate duel Rayson raved about playing in Da- 
vis’s offense. Chippewas assistant Jeff Smith called 
Keene to gauge his interest. “He said, ‘How would 
you feel about playing with Braylon Rayson?' ? 
recalls Keene. “I was like, Well, how do y'all feel 
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about playing with two 5' 9" guards?" 

Chippewas fans rejoiced, christening 
their future backcourt the Texas Two- 
Step. As a scout-teamer while redshirt- 
ing last season due to NCAA transfer 
rules, Keene added 15 pounds of muscle 
and gave the starters fits, at one point 
firing off 37 points in a scrimmage. ^We 
couldn't do anything with him,” Rayson 
says. “It was to the point where we just 
had to live with it." 

But the duo knew the best was yet to come. ^We always said that one 
of us was gonna lead the country in scoring,” Keene says. “We just didn't 
know which one of us it was gonna be.” 


HE SOCIAL MEDIA maelstrom is not without its perks. For months 

Keene told everyone about his Instagram goal: to be featured in a 

post by @famouslos32, a wise-cracking chronicler of basketball’s 

most like-worthy moves. With every crossover and off-balance layup 
Keene hoped to finally have his moment. Then, on the night of his spin- 
around three against Green Bay, Famous Los complied, splicing replays 
of the bucket with his own enthralled, wide-eyed commentary. “I wanted 
to do that in college,” he told his more than 700,000 followers. “Coach 
would’ve killed me. Coach let you get off like that, boy?!” 

This season Davis’s leash is indeed looser than ever. The Chippewas 
rank eighth nationally in tempo and attempt 53.4% of their field goals 
from beyond the arc (third), resulting in an average of 35.0 three-point 
tries per game. It’s an approach beloved by players both current (Davis 
“lets you be you,” says Rayson, who aver- 
ages 19.4 points) and future. “One [recruit- 
ing] trip down to Texas, everyone knew 
who we were,” says Davis. “Three years 
ago they only knew Central Michigan was 
in central Michigan.” 

The Chippewas have won the MAC’s West 


ASKED TO 
السا‎ 
IMPROMPTU 


FLOURISH, KEENE 


رس ہت شش شش 
s S Division two years running, but they have‏ 
p yet to earn an NCAA tournament berth.‏ 
JUST HOOPIN’, Whether they can make their third appear-‏ 
BRUH.” ance in 40 seasons—the other two com-‏ 


ing when future NBA players Dan Majerle 

(1987) and Chris Kaman (2003) roamed 

the campus—will depend largely on one 
as-yet unmentioned aspect of the game: defense. Thanks in part to 
their freewheeling nature and all-shooters-on-deck lineups, Central 
Michigan ranks just 338th in defensive efficiency, which explains its 
12-7 record (2-4 in the MAC). To play their way into March Madness, 
the Chippewas will need to defend at least a little bit. Should they get 
a ticket to the Big Dance, however, they are the kind of bombs-away 
opponent no team wants to face. 

“For an NCAA tournament game against Duke, Georgetown, anyone 
like that, I'll trade all of it,” Keene says. “I just wanna play in that national 
spotlight one time." He is ready, good or bad, for whatever attention he 
might attract once he gets there. 0 
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V I TS 


O Lizzie McSwan is competing in 


a bowling competition. In the final 

| frame, she needs to roll two strikes to 
XxX ; win. Her first roll stays true and knocks 
' down all the pins. Her second attempt, 
however, veers too far to the right and 
seems like a sure gutter ball. The ball's 
spin, however, causes it to hit the side 
of the gutter, pop back out, and knock 
down all the pins. Her opponents 
protest that she rolled a gutter ball. 
You're the tournament official. Has 
Lizzie won? 


WHATS 
THE CALL? 


Illustrations by 
Sean Tiffany 


1) The Jefferson Jets are playing the Coldwater Cowboys in football. With 
the score tied 14-14 and two seconds left on the clock, Jefferson gets ready to 
attempt a game-winning field goal. When the Jets snap the ball, Cowboys lineman 
Roy Davidson gives his teammate, linebacker Earl Henry, a boost, deliberately 
pushing him over the offensive line. Henry blocks the kick. The Jets' coach 
protests. He claims that Davidson isn't allowed to boost a teammate over the 
line. The Cowboys defend themselves by saying Henry was not offsides. Do the 
Jets get to kick again? 


© In a baseball game between the 


Highland Hilltoppers and the Davidson Dash, 
Hilltoppers slugger Ruston Hammer hits a deep 
fly ball toward foul territory. Dash rightfielder 
Javier Ochoa judges that the ball will land too 
far into the crowd for him to catch it in his 
glove, as that would require him to reach 
across his body. Ochoa takes off his cap and 
reaches it into the crowd. The ball lands in his 
hat, and he transfers it to his glove. He thinks 
he has made the catch, but the Hilltoppers 
insist he’s not allowed to snag the ball with his 
cap. What’s the call? 
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GAMES 
ALLSTAR PICTURE PUZZLE 


Do these photos look the same to you? Look again. The original photo of the Nashville 
Predators suiting up for a game is on top. We made eight changes to the image on 
the bottom. Time yourself to see how long it takes you to find all eight. 


CLUE #1 During his lone season in 
college, the Mystery Athlete was the 
SEC Freshman of the Year. He led the 
Kentucky Wildcats with 88 blocks. 


CLUE #2 The Mystery Athlete was 
the top pick in the 2015 NBA draft 
and went on to start every game of 
the 15-18 season. 

CLUE #3 He was named league 
Rookie of the Year after averaging 
18.3 points and leading the 
Minnesota Timberwolves in 
rebounds per game, with 10.5. 


THE MYSTERY ATHLETE IS: 


| 


TRIVIA 
CHALLENGE 


The Texans made the 
playoffs this past 
NFL season 
despite not having 
a 1,000-yard 
receiver. (DeAndre 
Hopkins, right, had 
954.) Which of these 
non-playoff teams did 
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Time SCORE: have one? 
Yourself! | | | | | | | | A. Chicago Bears 
B. New York Jets 
QUT OF 8 C. Cleveland Browns ê 
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ENUZUNE 


Nolan 
Arenado 


Nathan, 10, 
Colorado 


ART 
GALLERY 


Brandon 
Marshall 
Noah, 13, 
Massachusetts 


Sebastian 

Fr Vettel 
Marcus, 10, 

Ontario 


E / vêri 
AS اک‎ 
V ^ 
! 7 
/ WR 
T d 
^ INIT) 


Serena 
Williams 
Kaya, 15, 
Illinois 
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Send your cards to: COMIC CARDS, SI Kids, 
225 Liberty Street, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10281. 
Please include your name, address, and date of birth. 


HANNAH FOSLIEN/GETTY IMAGES (TOWNS ACTION); COURTESY OF THE TOWNS FAMILY (TOWNS AS A KID) 


Uh-oh. 
| hope he's got 


Insurance. 


COMIC 
CARDS 


Harry, 10, Colorado 


ISAIAH 


THOMAS 


GARY 


SANCHEZ 


NEW YORK YANKEES 


BOSTON CELTICS 


Sam, 11, California 


Nicholas, 9, North Carolina 


| should 


try out for | 
basketball 
next year. 


NICOLAS 
SZERSZEN 


IHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 


MARCUS 


PETERS 


Michall, 13, Texas 


Libbie, 11, Nebraska 


What's the Call? (page 418) 
1. Yes, the Jets can kick again after 
a fifteen yard penalty and automatic 
first down are assessed. It is illegal 
for one defender to boost another on 
afield goal attempt. 
8. No, her opponents are right. She 
rolled a gutter ball. 
3. The batter is not out. It counts as 
a foul ball. 


Picture Puzzle (page 419) 
The eight changes made to the 
photo are circled. 


Trivia (page 419) 
C. The Cleveland Browns. Terrelle 
Pryor had 1,007 yards receiving. 


Mystery Athlete (page 49) 
Karl-Anthony Towns, Center, 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
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WHY SHOULD 
TALL GUYS HAVE ALL THE 
SLAM DUNK FUN? 


TWO HOOPS ON A GOAL POST GET FOUR POINTS IF 
TO GIVE THE SHORTER GUYS A | DUNK IT TAROUGH 
CHANCE TO DUNK. TWO AT A TIME? 


TRY IT 
DEANDRE. 


| NEED TO UUUAAANNEA— 
ADUST THE DUNK l'M NEVER DUNKING 
DIVERTER. AGAIN! 
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WHY - 


DU YOU c 


— 
es 


Whether you win, lose, or are just having 
fun, we believe in the power of PLAY. 


And as parents of players, we know what it 
takes to make it all happen. SI Play is smart 
technology designed to simplify the hectic 
sports lives of families like yours. 


We keep you connected to your schedule, 
your coaches, your team and your league. 
We'll even get you geared up and to the 
game on time. 


Join the community of over 10 million who 
already rely on us. To learn more about SI 
Play and how we were made for you, visit: 


siplay.com 4 orts 
ot tated — 


© 2016 Sports Illustrated Play. SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


PLAY and SI PLAY are trademarks of SI PLAY LLC. Powered by players. 


